
 
 
 

Summary & comments Miss J Townsend  

1.1. Miss J Townsend [35], who is the daughter to Mr A Townsend (19), reports using the 

Routes from Whitelye to Barbadoes and Tintern for pleasure, walking, playing with 

friends in the woods and walking dogs from 1983 to 2013.  Although there is no 

specific end date recorded on the evidence form, it does represent 30 years from 1983 

to 2013, of which 14 years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.   

(i) During this period she has lived at her family home in the area and has walked, 

cycled and horse ridden the Route weekly during school holidays believing them 

to be public byways open to all traffic and that she had a right to do so; “as there 

were no signs to indicate you couldn’t. Plus lots of other people used it”. 

(ii) She continues to describe the Routes as a clearly defined track that has always 

run over the same alignment and apart from using it she wandered about freely.  

She recalls that there have never been gates, locked gates or stiles across it.  She 

does not remember any fingerpost signs or any other notices or signs on or near 

the way. 

(iii) She reports that she saw friends, relatives, local residents and horse riders using 

the Routes and adds that her family and friends have enjoyed walking here for 

years and would like to carry on as it is something that she has done since 

childhood. 

 

Comments 

(iv) Miss J Townsend states that she has walked, cycled and horse ridden the Routes 

believing them to be public byways open to all traffic.   

(v) Therefore, as her evidence is based on her walking, cycling, horse-riding activities 

and her observation of other walkers and horse riders, this submission supports 

public bridleway rights. 
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Summary & comments Mrs G Phillips 

1.1.  Mrs G Phillips [36], who is related to Mr J Phillips (25), reports walking for pleasure 

along the Route from Prices Bridge (off Botany Bay to Whitelye Road) to Whitelye from 

1952 to 2016.  Although this covers 64 years, only 20 years are relevant for the 1977 to 

1997 period.   

(i) During this period she has lived in the area and believed that the Routes were 

public footpaths and that she has always had a right to use them as a short cut to 

Wimberry Woods.  She further reports that she walked the Routes 8 to 10 times a 

year mostly in June, July and August and has always known them to be public 

footpaths.   

(ii) She continues to describe the Routes as defined tracks that have always run over 

the same alignment and that she has kept to them that have to her knowledge 

never had gates, locked gates or stiles across it.   

(iii) She does not recall directional fingerpost, any other notices or signs on or near the 

way. 

(iv) She reports seeing other people “at least 3 sometimes more during 1952 -2016”. 

Comments 
(v) Mrs G Phillips states that she has walked the Route believing the status of the 

Route to be a footpath.   

(vi) Therefore, as her evidence is based on walking and her observation of other 

walkers this submission supports public footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments Mrs S Bittle 

1.1. Mrs S Bittle [37], reports walking dogs for pleasure, from the woods at Whitelye past 

High View House through to Barbadoes down to Botany Bay and then Tintern, from the 

1980s onwards.  Although there is no specific end date recorded on the evidence form, 

it does represent 33 years from 1980 to 2013, of which 17 years are relevant for the 

1977 to 1997 period.  

(i) During this period she visited her brother in the area and believed the status of the 

Routes to be public footpaths and byways open to all traffic. 

(ii) She further reports that she visited with family during the school holidays not going 

every break but, listing February half-term; Easter; May half-term; summer break; 

October half-term and Christmas. 

(iii) She continues to describe the Routes as clearly defined tracks that have always 

run over the same alignment and that she has wandered freely enjoying ease of 

access having never known any gates, locked gates or stiles across them.   

(iv) She does not recall directional fingerposts, any other notices or signs on or near 

the way. 

(v) She reports: “when walking the dogs we often met other dog walkers using the 

same access” and “a post office van regularly and a land-rover sometimes”. 

Comments 
(vi) Mrs S Bittle states that she has walked the Routes believing their status to be both 

footpaths and byways open to all traffic. 

(vii) Her reporting of the motor vehicle use, although interesting, can now (due to the 

NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence to establish public vehicular rights.   

(viii) Therefore, as her evidence is based on walking and her observation of other 

walkers this submission supports public footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments Mr P Booker  

1.2. Mr P Booker [38], reports walking for pleasure with his dogs along all the Routes since 

1987.  Although there is no specific end date recorded on the evidence form, it does 

represent 26 years from 1987 to 2013, of which 10 years are relevant for the 1977 to 

1997 period.  An interview was conducted and she has marked on the map all the 

Routes walked (Appendix 6.3.9). 

(i) During this period he has regularly visited the area driving up Whitelye Lane, 

parking at the entrance to the woods and using these byways for “a beautiful walk 

with my dogs” adding that he “walked here at least once a week in all weathers as 

it was always beautiful whatever the season”. 

(ii) He reports that he believed he has always had a right to use the Routes as: the 

paths/tracks were well-worn with regular use; there were way-marker posts and 

that other people who had lived here all their lives confirmed it was a permitted 

route.   

(iii) He continues to describe the Routes as very obvious, regularly used tracks that he 

kept to and that to his knowledge have never had gates, lock gates or stiles across 

them. 

(iv) He does recall directional fingerposts.  However, he does not remember any other 

notices or signs on or near the way.  He does not report meeting other people but 

has said that other people who had lived there all their lives confirmed that using 

the Routes was permitted. 

Comments 
(v) Mr P Booker states that he has walked the Routes believing their status to be both 

footpaths and bridleways.   

(vi) Therefore, as his evidence is based on walking and his observation of fingerposts, 

this submission supports public footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments Mr D Mayo 

1.1. Mr D Mayo [39], reports walking for pleasure and work from Babadoes Hill to Whitelye 

for a period from 1979 to the present.  Although there is no specific end date recorded 

on the evidence form, it does represent 34 years from 1979 to 2013, of which 18 years 

are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period. 

(i) During this period he has lived in the area and believed that he has always had a 

right to use the Routes either on foot, motorcycle or in the 1990s when he used 

the post van.  He reports using the Routes more than 50 times a year and on 

occasions as a short cut when foresters were working in the woods. 

(ii) He continues to describe the Routes as clearly defined tracks that were 

maintained by the Forestry Commission and have always run over the same 

alignment which he has kept.  Additionally, to his knowledge the Routes have 

never had gates, locked gates or stiles across them.  

(iii) He recalls directional fingerpost signs indicating the way to Tintern but does not 

remember any other signs or notices on or near the Routes.  

(iv) He reports seeing other people on many occasions using the Routes. 

(v) At point 26 there is a comment that has been written in pencil and has not 

appeared clearly in the scanned copy.  This comment reads, “Reason for stones. 

Understand Mr Talbot put them not on his land - concealment Sunday School.” 

Comments 
(i) Mr D Mayo states that he has walked the Routes but does not specify whether or 

not he believes their status are either footpaths, bridleways, byways open to all 

traffic or restricted byways. 

(ii) His reporting of motor vehicle use, although interesting, can now (due to the 

NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence to establish public vehicular rights.  

Furthermore, his use of the post van is by invitation only and is not evidence in 

support of public vehicular rights. 

(iii) Therefore, as his evidence is based on walking, his observation of footpath signs 

and other walkers this submission supports public footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments Mr D Hoskins 

1.1. Mr D Hoskins [40&40a], having Mrs R Hoskins write down his answers, reports using 

the Routes for walking and with a vehicle from Botany Bay and Barbadoes to Whitelye.  

He recalls using the Routes as a child from about 1942 and since 1950 both walking and 

with a vehicle. Although there is no specific end date recorded on the evidence form, it 

does represent 71 years from 1942 to 2013, of which 20 years are relevant for the 1977 

to 1997 period. 

(i) He has lived in the area since 1936. He always believed he had a right to use the 

Routes.  He further reports that he used the Routes several times a year believing 

them to be public byways open to all traffic. 

(ii) He continues to describe the Routes as clearly defined tracks that have always 

run over the same alignment and which he has kept. These Routes have to his 

knowledge never had gates, locked gates or stiles across them.   

(iii) He reports seeing other “walkers, cyclists and a motor vehicle over the period of 

my life many”; “occasionally a 4x4 vehicle and several tractors” and he last used a 

“VW pick-up in the 1980s-1990s when delivering firewood”. 

(iv) He continues that he knew the Crockett Family, who owned and lived at Moor 

Farm, sometimes seeing them on the track. 

(v) He states that he was born and grew up in the area and has used these Routes all 

his life. 

Comments 
(vi) Mr D. Hoskins states that he has walked and driven a motor vehicle over the 

Routes believing the status of the Routes to be byways open to all traffic.  

(vii) His reporting of motor vehicle use, although interesting, can now (due to the 

NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence to establish public vehicular rights.  

Furthermore, some of his reported use was for the delivery of firewood which 

represents an invitation and therefore not evidence in support of public vehicular 

rights. 

(viii) Therefore, as his evidence is based on walking and his observation of other 

walkers and cyclists, this submission supports public footpath and bridleway 

rights. 
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